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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE.  . 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  School  Health  Service  during  the  year  1945. 

The  results  of  the  medical  examinations  show  that  the  health 
of  the  children  has  been  well  maintained.  There  were  only  14 
deaths  of  children  of  school  age  during  the  year  and  six  of  these 
were  caused  by  accidents  or  injuries  and  one,  which  could  have 
been  prevented  by  immunisation,  from  diphtheria. 

The  excellent  results  of  the  speech  training  centre  are  set  out 
in  the  report.  This  work,  which  requires  infinite  patience  and  a 
knowledge  of  child  psychology,  is  aimed  at  remedying  a  defect 
which  is  always  a  serious  handicap  in  later  life.  The  system  of 
following  up  and  refresher  courses  for  the  affected  children  minimise 
the  risk  of  relapse. 

In  former  reports  I  have  drawn  attention  to  the  unclean 
condition  in  which  some  children  are  sent  to  school.  Little  or  no 
improvement  has  been  found  as  the  result  of  the  year’s  inspections. 

The  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  has  not  only  been 
maintained  but  has  increased  during  1945  and  I  have  pleasure  in 
recording  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  loyal 
co-operation  during  the  year. 


W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


STAFF. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  staff  of  the  School  Medical 
Service  during  1945.  Dr.  Levy  returned  from  military  service  in 
November. 


CO-ORDINATION. 

Co-ordination  with  the  Council’s  other  medical  and  hos]ntal 
services  was  complete. 

THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  IN  RELATION  TO  SCHOOLS 
MAINTAINED  BY  THE  AUTHORITY. 


Number  of  children  on  the  registers  at  the  end  of  1945  14,467 

Average  attendance  for  the  year  (91.0  per  cent)  13,056 

Number  of  elementary  schools  (excluding  the  School  for 
the  Partially  Sighted,  the  Open  Air  School  and  the 

Da^y  Special  School)  .  27 

Number  of  departments  .  48 

Number  of  children  on  registers  of  the  three  special 

schools  at  the  end  of  1945  251 

Average  attendance  at  special  schools  (79.8  per  cent)  .  201 


Medical  Inspection. 

The  number  of  children  examined  at  routine  and  other  in¬ 
spections  at  maintained  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  : — 

1.  Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Entrants  .  1,684 

Second  age  group  .  1,493 

Third  age  group  .  1 ,400 


Total  .  4,577 


Inspections  at  Secondary  Schools  between  1st  January  and 
31st  March,  1945. — 507. 

2.  Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  special  inspections  and  re-inspections — 14,796. 
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Nutrition. 

The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  state  of  nutrition  of  the 
children  (\xaniined  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection. 


Excellent 

N'ormal . 

Slig'htly  subnormal 
Bad  . 

Cleanliness, 


All  maintained 
Schools. 


Number. 

Per  cent. 

1,178 

25.1 

2,348 

51.3 

1,032 

22.5 

15 

0.4 

Secondary  Schools 
before  ^Ist  March. 
Number.  Per  cent. 


252 

29.7 

239 

47.1 

15 

3.0 

1 

0.2 

Twm  surveys  were  carried  out  by  the  school  nurses.  14,064 
children  were  examined  at  the  first  survey  and  13,210  at  the  second. 
The  proportion  of  children  found  to  be  unclean  at  the  first  survey 
was  21%  and  at  the  second  survey  24%.  In  some  schools,  particu- 
lawty  girls’  schools,  the  number  of  children  found  to  be  unclean  was 
^unduly  high.  In  one  school  as  many  as  54  per  cent,  of  the  girls 
were  found  to  have  vermin  or  nits  in  their  hair.  In  nine  other 
schools  over  40  per  cent  were  unclean.  Eight  schools,  mainly 
boys’,  had  a  percentage  of  less  than  10  per  cent  uncleanliness  and 
one  school  had  only  one  per  cent. 


All  the  children  found  to  be  in  any  degree  unclean  are  followed 
up  b}'  the  school  nurses  and  health  visitors  and  in  most  cases  a 
considerable  improvement  is  obtained. 

One  notice  v/as  served  on  parents  for  the  compulsory  cleansing. 


Tubercnlosis. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  among  school  children  .  31  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

were  notified  in  1945  as  compared  with  23  in  1944.  Of  the  non- 
pulmonojrj?'  type  of  the  disease,  28  cases  occurred  in  1945  as  compared 
with  29  in  1944. 

101  children  were  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  to  the 
Clinical  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  for  examination.  Of  these 
10  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one 
from  non-pulmonary. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  among 
children  of  school  age  as  revealed  by  notifications  received  by  the 
medical  officer  of  health  or  otherwise  ascertained. 


Age -Group. 

5 — 10  years . 

10 — 15  years . . 

1944. 

1945. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Boys. 

8 

5 

Girls. 

8 

2 

Boys. 

14 

6 

Girls. 

8 

3 

Total  . 

23 

31 

5 — 10  years . 

10 — 15  years . 

Non-Pul 

monarv. 

Non-Pul 

monary. 

11 

2 

12 

4 

12 

7 

4 

5 

Total  . 

29 

2 

8 

Following-up. 

The  health  visitors  paid  1,414  visits  to  homes  of  school  children 
to  ascertain  whether  thj  necessary  treatment  was  being  obtained, 
455  visits  in  connection  with  uncleanliness,  1,001  visits  after  surgical 
and  dental  treatment,  79  in  connection  with  orthopaedic  cases, 
550  regarding  m.entally  defective  children,  26  visits  in  connection 
with  immunisation,  7  visits  in  connection  with  London  evacuees 
and  41  other  visits. 

In  addition  123  visits  were  paid  to  the  schools  for  routine 
medical  inspection  apart  from  530  visits  to  the  schools  in  connection 
with  cleanliness  surveys.  (This  is  in  addition  to  visits  paid  to  the 
homes  regarding  tuberculosis,  infant  welfare  and  infectious  diseases). 

The  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  also  attended.  478  sessions 
at  the  general  school  clinics,  232  sessions  at  dental  clinics,  201 
sessions  for  artificial  sunlight  treatment,  daily  sessions  for  the 
treatment  of  scabies,  50  sessions  for  immunisation,  44  sessions  at 
the  ear,  nose  and  throat  clinic  and  2  sessions  for  examination  of 
London  evacuees,  apart  from  attendance  at  tuberculosis,  child 
welfare  and  other  clinics. 
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Medical  Treatment. 

Number  of  children  who  attended  the  school  clinic  in  1945  4,353 

Number  of  these  children  who  were  treated  .  3,830 

The  total  number  of  attendances  was  16,908  as  compared  with 
18,265  in  1944.  It  is  noted  that  since  the  cinemas  were  opened  on 
Saturday  mornings,  the  attendance  at  Saturday  chnics  has 
decreased. 

Skin  Diseases. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  was  as  follows  : 

Impetigo  .  91 

Ringworm  (Scalp)  .  17 

I  Ringworm  (Body)  .  66 

j  Scabies  .  278 

I  Other  skin  diseases  .  1 ,599 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  definite  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  scabies  which  required  attention  ;  278  cases  were  treated  in 
1945  as  compared  with  338  cases  in  1944  and  618  in  1943.  Home 
contacts  were  also  investigated  and,  where  necessary,  treated. 

Vision. 

During  the  year  747  cases  were  submitted  for  refraction.  In 
685  of  these,  spectacles  were  prescribed.  The  number  of  spectacles 
supplied  through  the  Education  Authority’s  sclieme  was  653. 

i  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

j 

j  The  improved  arrangements  for  examination  and  treatment  of 
j  affections  of  the  throat,  nose  and  ear  among  school  children  which 
began  in  1944,  were  continued  during  1945.  The  Authority’s 
I  surgeon,  Mr.  P.  MacMurray,  attended  43  sessions  at  the  school 
j  cHnic.  243  children  were  referred  to  him.  The  principal  conditions 
I  requiring  his  attention  were  deafness,  middle  ear  disease,  obstruction 
from  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  inflammatory  conditions  of 
sinus  and  antrum.  These  children  made  263  attendances.  135 
were  referred  for  operation. 

541  school  children  received  operative  treatment  at  the  General 
Hospital  under  the  Authority’s  scheme. 
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Orthopaedic  Scheme. 

During  the  year  68  cases  were  referred  from  the  school  clinic 
to  the  orthopaedic  department  at  the  Ingham  Infirmary.  Of  the 
68  cases,  six  had  congenital  wry  neck,  39  suffered  from  flat  feet  or 
other  deformities,  2  suffered  from  the  effects  of  infantile  paralysis, 
9. had  spinal  curvature,  8  had  injuries  to  the  limbs,  8  had  postural 
defects  and  one  had  rheumatism.  Three  cases  received  in-patient 
treatment  (37  days  in  all).  Five  children  had  operations  performed 
and  7  were  supplied  with  surgical  appliances.  Other  children 
obtained  orthopaedic  treatment  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  4  were  supplied  with  appliances  and  3  were 
provided  with  artificial  limbs  by  the  Education  Committee  under 
the  Ministrv  of  Pensions  Scheme. 

t/ 

Dental  Defects. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  School  Dental  Surgeon,  Mr. 
F.  Innes,  L.D.S.  : — 

‘‘  During  the  year  all  the  school  children  in  the  Borough  who 
were  present  when  the  dental  inspection  took  place  have  been 
dentally  examined.  When  the  necessary  consent  was  obtained, 
the  treatment  was  carried  out  at  the  dental  clinic. 

A  total  of  14,183  children  were  inspected  and  of  this  number 
5,729  required  treatment.  Of  these,  2,885  cases  were  treated 
at  the  clinic.  A  small  number  of  cases  was  treated  privately. 

Some  cases  of  irregularity  of  the  teeth  owing  to  a  crowded 
condition  have  been  treated  by  extraction  and  it  was  noted 
that  similar  treatment  in  previous  years  has  proved  to  be 
very  satisfactory. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  an  increasing  number  of 
parents  are  bringing  their  children  to  the  clinic  for  advice 
when  an  abnormal  condition  of  the  mouth  is  noticed. 

The  prolonged  retention  of  deciduous  teeth  is  often 
responsible  for  minor  irregularities  of  the  permanent  teeth, 
and  these  cases  are  quickly  remedied  by  the  removal  of  the 
offenders. 

On  the  whole,  the  teeth  generally  are  in  very  good  condition 
and  there  has  certainly  been  no  deterioration  during  the  war 
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years.  Some  very  good  mouths  are  seen  in  the  senior  schools 
and  the  teeth  of  the  entrants  into  the  infants  school  are  in  a 
much  better  condition  than  was  the  case  ten  to  twelve  years 
ago. 

There  are  still,  unfortunately,  some  parents  who  think  no 
Treatment  is  necessarv  until  toothache  occurs. 

K-‘ 

Some  parents  want  extractions  when  small  fillings  are 
indicated  and  on  the  other  hand  fillings  are  occasionally 
asked  for  when  the  only  thing  possible  is  extraction. 

Some  Head  Teachers  and  teaching  staffs  show  a  very  keen 
interest  in  the  children’s  teeth.  This  interest  is  most  helpful 
to  the  school  dental  service. 

76  children  had  dental  treatment  under  a  general  anaesthetic.” 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Therapy. 

170  children  of  school  age  who  made  3,300  attendances  were 
treated  by  ultra-violet  radiation  including  treatment  by  the 
Kromayer  lamp. 

The  following  summarizes  the  conditions  treated  : — 


Trans- 


Ceased 
Im-  attend- 

ferred 

for 

still 

attend- 

Total 

Debility . 

proved,  ing. 

49  10 

treat¬ 

ment. 

ing. 

17 

76 

Anaemia  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Septic  sores  . 

3 

•  • 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

25  2 

3 

30 

Asthma  . 

2 

1 

3 

Whooping  cough  . 

2  1 

•  • 

3 

Alopecia  . 

3 

•  • 

3 

Cervical  adenitis . 

10  2 

9 

6 

27 

Tuberculous  abdomen  . . . . 

..  .2  1 

1 

4 

Rickets  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Rheumatism  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Tonsilhtis . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Diphtheria  carriers . 

17 

•  • 

17 

117  16 

9 

28 

170 

10 


As  was  the  case  in  the  pre'vious  year  the  majority  of  those  who 
ceased  attending  did  so  because  of  improvement  in  their  condition. 

In  the  case  of  diphtheria  carriers,  negative  swabs  were  obta;ined 
after  a  few  exposures  to  the  Kromayer  lamp. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

161  children  of  school  age  were  immunised  during  the  past  3^ear 
by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  as  under  : — 


Age. 

Number. 

5 

74 

6 

22 

7 

21 

8 

14 

9 

9 

10 

5 

11 

3 

12 

8 

13 

5 

14 

0 

161 


At  the  end  of  1945  it  was  estimated  that  90%  of  the  school 
children  in  the  Borough  had  been  immunised. 

Physical  Education. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Physical  Education  Organiser 
Miss  J.  W.  Thompson  : — 

‘‘  During  this  period  no  major  developments  have  taken 
place  in  the  Physical  Education  in  the  schools,  although  many 
schemes  which  have  been  held  in  abeyance  during  the  war 
whilst  the  man  organiser  was  away  are  now  being  put  into 
operation. 

As  previously  stated,  in  the  schools  that  have  even  reasonably 
good  facilities,  the  subject  is  established  and  popular  with  the 
children,  and  the  results  from  both  a  hygienic  and  physical 
point  of  view  are  satisfactory.  That  these  facilities  be  provided 
for  all  schools  is  essential  and  we  wait  impatiently  for  the 
development  plan  to  be  implemented. 
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The  shoe  and  apparatus  positions  are  still  difficult,  but  we 
hope  that  by  the  end  of  another  year  the  schools  will  -be 
adequately,  if  not  generously,  equipned  with  essential 
apparatus. 

A  swimming  plan  is  being  considered  whereby  ever}^  child 
in  a  secondary  school  wiU  have  at  least  one  year’s  swimming 
instruction,  and  in  this  way  all  children,  except  those  exempted 
on  medical  grounds,  should  be  able  to  swim. 

The  desire  for  gymnastics  and  games  in  the  evening,  from  the 
youth  of  the  town,  is  becoming  a  real  problem,  as  the  demand 
for  leaders  far  exceeds  the  supply.  Whilst  a  difficult  problem 
this  is  a  very  gratifying  situation.” 

School  Baths. 

The  attendance  of  children  at  the  Baths  in  conducted  school 
parties  during  1945  is  as  follows  - 

Boys  . 25,240. 

Girls  .  8,932. 

390  swimming  certificates  were  gained  together  with  32  inter¬ 
mediate  awards  and  17  medallions  of  the  Boyal  Life  Saving  Society 

• 

Provision  of  Meals  and  Milk. 

696  children  were  supplied  with  120,877  dinners  at  a  cost  of 
£2,644.  A  central  kitchen  and  22  centres  provide  the  meals  which 
are  sent  out  in  insulated  containers. 

During  1945,  734  children  were  supplied  with  free  milk  under 
the  milk-in-schools  scheme.  In  addition,  7,749  children  received 
milk  under  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  scheme  of  part  payment. 
In  all,  10,002  gallons  were  consumed  by  the  children.  The  cost  to 
the  Local  Education  Authority  was  £500. 

BLIND,  DEAF  AND  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 
Mental  Deficiency. 

During  1945,  21  children  reported  by  the  head  teachers  as 
very  much  retarded  in  educational  progress  or  brought  to  notice 
in  other  ways,  were  specially  examined  by  the  assistant  school 
medical  officers,  with  the  following  results  : — 


12 


Feeble-minded  or  educationally 
sub -normal  : — 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


For  ordinary  school  with  special 


provision  4 

For  special  day  school  .  8 

For  residential  school .  1 

Ineducable  .  1 


Educationally  sub-normal  and 

paralysed  . 

Imbecile  . 

Idiot  . 

Inconclusive  .  1 


5  9 

7  15 

1  2 

1 

1  1 


2  3 


Eleven  children  were  recommended  for  notification  or  report 
to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  Committee,  with  a  view  to  their 
being  sent  to  an  institution  or  kept  under  statutory  suyjervision  or 
guardianship,  as  under  : — 


Boys. 

Notification  of  ChiMren  Regulations,  1928 

Article  2  (a) .  1 

Article  4  . *1  4 

Section  57(5)  Education  Act,  1944  j 


Girls.  Total. 

2  3 

4  8 


At  the  end  of  1945,  there  were  120  ascertained  educable 
feeble-minded  children  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Education 
Authority  as  under  : — 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

At  a  certified  residential  school  for 


mentally  defective  children  .  1  1 

At  a  certified  day  school  for  mentally 

defective  children  .  38  71  109 

At  a  school  for  partially  sighted 

children  1  1 

At  other  maintained  sehools  .  1  2  3 

At  no  school  or  institution  .  2  4  6 


Of  the  6  children  not  at  school  or  not  in  institutions,  a  boy 
aged  11  and  a  girl  aged  7  are  physically  unfit  to  attend  school,  and 
two  girls  aged  15  are  working. 


Maladjusted  Children. 

Twelve  children  were  referred  to  the  Sunderland  Child  Guidance 
clinic  for  examination  for  various  causes  (delinquency,  nervous 
ailments,  etc.)  . 
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Two  of  the  children  were  subsequently  diagnosed  as  mentally 
defective  and  are  included  in  the  figures  given  above. 

Special  Day  School. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  at  the  special  day 
school  durmg  1945.  There  are  four  classrooms  and  the  average 
number  on  the  register  for  the  year  was  111.  Sixteen  children  were 
admitted  and  16  left.  Of  those  v/ho  left,  all  but  three  are  in  em¬ 
ployment.  One  child  was  transferred  to  a  residential  school. 

School  for  Partially  Sighted. 

During  1945,  one  child  was  recommended  for  admission  and 
three  were  permitted  to  leave  the  school.  The  average  number  of 
children  in  attendance  was  20.  The  following  is  a  report  of  the 
consulting  ophthalmologist  who  examined  the  children.  ‘‘  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  pupils  are  all  making  satisfactory  progress  and 
would  like  to  bring  to  your  notice  how  very  well  ind_eed  Mrs. 
Steele  has  managed  to  improve  the  mental  status  of  so  call  ed 
“  backward  children.”  She  ably  assisted  me  during  the  inspection.” 

Speech  Training. 

Six  courses  were  held  during  the  year  for  the  intensive  treatment 
of  stammerers  and  extremely  severe  cases  of  speech  defects  at  the 
Speech  Centre,  Wesley  Street. 

49  children,  33  boys  and  16  girls,  attended.  Of  these,  23  were 
speaking  pleasingly,  and  with  confidence  in  response  to  treatment. 
2l  were  greatly  improved,  but  had  occasional  difficulty  requiring 
after  care  for  some  time,  while  5  extreme  cases  showed  improvement 
but  will  return  for  further  intensive  treatment  to  the  Centre.  For 
some  return  cases  one  day  a  week  is  sufficient.  Others  require 
another  course. 

• 

Treatment  was  also  carried  out  at  the  schools  twice  a  week  for 
the  purpose  of  treating  less  severe  speech  defects  and  children  too 
young  to  travel  to  the  Speech  Centre.  The  visits  to  the  schools  were 
of  great  value  in  keeping  in  touch  with  past  patients  of  the  Speech 
Centre  and  to  interview  any  new  patients  likely  to  benefit  by  speech 
treatment  and  to  advise  and  help  class  teachers,  regarding  individual 
children.  In  addition  a  refresher  class  is  held  at  the  centre  every 
Saturday  morning. 
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In  all,  336  children  were  d.ealt  with  during  1945,  82  had  been 
treated  for  stammering  and  were  found  to  need  after-care  until 
confidence  was  fully  restored.  64  new  patients  were  found  to 
require  treatment  for  stammering  and  190  children  had  minor 
speech  defects. 

Speech  defects  included,  other  than  stammering,  4  with  cleft 
palate  speech,  9  deaf  children  who  are  having  lip  reading  treatment 
and  whose  speech  is  blurred  probably  as  a  result  of  hearing  in¬ 
accurately.  Others  were,  various  forms  of  lisping  (organic  or 
neurotic)  chattering  or  jumbled  speech,  intermittent  loss  of  voice, 
“  delayed  ”  and  baby  speech,  amongst  older  children  and  articu¬ 
lation  so  defective  that  the  children  could  be  understood  only  by 
their  own  people  at  home. 

Relaxation  and  psychological  adjustment  are  being  practised 
in  combination  with  the  Bruquand  method. 

The  work  has  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  co-ordination  o^ 
Head  Teachers,  teachers  and  parents.  Interviews  with  parents 
either  at  the  Centre  or  at  their  own  homes  where  necessarv  have 
proved  helpful  mutually. 

Open  Air  School. 

72  children  were  recommended  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers  for  admission  to  the  Open  Air  School  during  1945.  Of 
those  who  left,  18  who  were  over  14  years  were  permitted  to  leave 
as  fit  for  employment  ;  28  were  allowed  to  return  to  the  elementary 
school  and  two  were  discharged  as  unsuitable.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  123  children  were  in  attendance. 

At  present  there  are  three  classes  of  about  40  children  per  class. 
The  number  is  above  the  permitted  regulation  for  this  type  of  school. 
It  is  hoped  however  to  remove  the  educationally  subnormal 
children  to  other  premises  in  the  near  future,  so  that  five  class 
rooms  will  then  be  available  for  dehcate  children.  It  will  then  be 
possible  to  accommodate  150  children. 

Convalescent  Home. 

• 

27  school  children  were  admitted  to  the  Convalescent  Home 
during  1945  under  the  Education  Authority’s  scheme.  The  total 
number  of  in-patient  days  during  1945  was  1,151. 

Shoeless  Children  Fund. 

The  Chief  Constable  reports  that  635  children  were  supplied 
with  boots,  shoes  or  clogs  during  the  year,  through  this  fund  of 
which  he  is  Honorary  Secretary. 
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Higher  Education  for  the  Blind,  etc. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  two  blind  girls  were  attending  higher 
education  courses. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Examination  of  Children  for  the  Stage. 

18  children  who  required  certificates  for  stage  performances 
were  examined.  All  were  granted  the  necessary  certificates. 

Deaths  of  School  Children. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  causes  of  death  during  1945, 
of  children  of  school  age  (5 — 14  years)  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

5-9 

years 

9-14 

years 

5-9 

years 

9-14 

years 

Diphtheria . 

.. 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  .... 

1 

•  • 

1 

Tuberculous  meningitis  .... 

•  • 

1 

1 

Disseminated  tuberculosis  .  . 

*  • 

1 

1 

Epilepsy  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Asthma  . 

•  • 

1 

I 

Tonsillar  abscess  . 

•  « 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  . . 

1 

•  • 

•  « 

1 

Accidents,  injuries,  etc . 

3 

2 

•  • 

1 

6 

1 

3 

6 

4 

2 

14 

General  observations. 

Apart  from  the  increase  in  tuberculosis  which  is  general 
throughout  the  country  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  health  of  the 
school  child  of  the  borough  had  deteriorated  during  the  war  years. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  many  of  the  children  transferred  to 
the  country  districts  under  the  Government’s  evacuation  scheme 
were  improved  physically  in  consequence,  but  nevertheless  the 
high  quality  of  the  mid-day  meals  and  the  milk  provided  in  the 
schools  also  played  an  important  part  in  helping  the  nutrition  of  the 
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children.  It  is  certainly  gratifying  to  note  that  there  was  iio 
undaie  rise  in  the  number  found  to  be  suffering  from  malnutriti(-)n 
in  spite  of  the  difficulties  of  the  war  years. 

A  very  important  point  in  the  report  which  should  be  stressed 
is  the  remarkably  low  death  rate  among  children  of  school  age  during 
1945.  It  is  significant  to  note  that  onl}^  one  death  occurred  from 
diphtheria.  This  disease  alone  accounted  for  21  deaths  in  1939. 
This  is  a  striking  tribute  to  the  efficiency  of  immunisation. 

The  high  incidence  of  uncleanliness  is  a  matter  for  concern,  y-U 
it  is  not  unexpected  considering  the  lack  of  parental  care  in  many 
homes  during  the  past  few  j-mars. 

MAINTAINED  PEIMAEY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

Table  1. — Medical  Inspections  during  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1945. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


P runary.  Secondary"^ 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups 

Entrants  . 

Second  age  group  (Intermediates) . 

Third  Age  group  (Leavers)  . 


1,684^ 

1,493 

507 

1,400J 

4,577 

507 

*  Between  1/1/45  and  31/3/45. 

B. —OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re¬ 
inspections  .  14,796 


Table  2. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected 
during  the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


No.  of 
Children 
inspected. 

A. 

(Excel¬ 
lent)  . 

B. 

(Normal). 

C. 

(Slightly 
sub¬ 
normal)  . 

D. 

(Bad). 

Primary  Schools  .... 
Secondary  Schools 

4,577 

507 

No.  % 
1178  25,7 
252  29.7 

No.  % 
2,348  51.3 
239  47.1 

No.  o/o 
103222.5 
15  3.0 

No.  OA 
19  0.4 

1  0.2 
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Table  3. 

GROUP  I.— TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AILMENTS. 

(excluding  uncleanliness). 

Total  number  of  defects  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year  under  the 
Authority’s  scheme .  4,899 

GROUP  II.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND 
SQUINT.  Under  the  Authority’s  scheme. 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) .  747 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (ex¬ 
cluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I.) . 

747 


No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

{a)  Prescribed  .  685 

(b)  Obtained  .  653 

GROUP  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND 
THROAT. 

Received  operative  treatment  .  541 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  .  14 


Total  number  treated  .  555 


Table  4. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  who  were  inspected  by  the  Dentist : — 

(a)  Routine  Age  groups  . 12,968 

(b)  Specials .  21 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ....  5,407 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  (by  School 

Dentists)  .  2,701 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treat¬ 

ment  . • .  3,316 

(5)  Filhngs  : — 

Permanent  teeth  .  882 

Temporary  teeth  . 
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(6)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  teeth  .  724 

Temporary  teeth  .  4,894 

(7)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics 

for  extractions  .  76 

(8)  Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  teeth  .  70 

Temporary  teeth  . . 

(9)  Half  days  devoted  to  : — 


Inspections,  126  ;  Treatment  577  ;  Total  703. 


Table  5. — Verminous  Conditions. 

First 

Survey. 


(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made 

during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses 

for  cleanliness  surveys  .  . .  8 

(ii)  Total  number  of  *examinations  of  pupils 

in  the  schools  by  School  Nurses  : — 

(a)  Children  examined  .  14,064 

(b)  Examinations  made*  .  18,978 

(iii)  No.  of  individual  pupils  found  unclean  2,936 


*  Verminous  children  are  re-exammed. 


Second 

Survey. 


8 


13,210 

18,039 

3,222 


Table  6. — Blind  and  Deaf  Pupils. 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  Blind  and  Deaf  Pupils 
who  are  not  at  the  present  time  being  educated  in  a  special  school  : — 

Blind  Deaf 
'  Children.  Children 

1.  At  a  maintained  primary  or  secondary  school 

2.  At  an  Institution  other  than  a  Special 

School  1 

3.  At  no  School  or  Institution  . 


1 


The  blind  child,  who  is  suffering  from  cerebellar  tumour,  is 
unsuitable  for  a  residential  school  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Home 
Teacher  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  she  is  ineducable 
owing  to  her  physical  defects. 


